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the battle began. It raged three days and three
nights, and only after a desperate resistance was
Stortebeker conquered.

Some of the pirates fled, many were killed or thrown
into the sea ; their ships, richly laden with booty in
the shape of linen, wax, cloth, &c., were seized, and
Stortebeker with seventy comrades carried in triumph
to Hamburg. The cell in which Stortebeker was
confined was known as Stortebeker's hole as long as
it existed. It was destroyed like so many of the anti-
quities of Hamburg in the great fire of 1842. Short
work was of course made of his trial, and with his
companions Stortebeker was condemned to death.
When he heard his sentence it afflicted him much, and
he offered the municipality in return for his life and
freedom a chain of gold to be made from his hidden
treasures, so long that they could span with it the whole
cathedral and also all the town. This offer was, of
course, indignantly rejected, and next day he was
publicly executed, together with seventy comrades. In
compliance with their dying petition they went to death
dressed in their best, marching in stately procession,
and preceded by fifes and drums.

After Stortebeker's death the Hamburgers searched
his ships for the hidden treasures. Except a few
goblets they could find nothing at first, until a carpen-
ter broke the main-mast, which was discovered to be
hollow and full of molten gold. With this fortune
the merchants who had suffered at Stortebeker's hands
were indemnified, the costs of the war paid, and out
of the remainder a golden crown was made and
placed on the spire of St. Nicholas Church.